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more numerous than it had ever been. The insinu-
ating graculus, with his universal cleverness, drove
the Italian out of great households : Latin literature
declined from day to clay: Greek became the literary,
religious, philosophical language of the enlightened,
as it was already the dialect of the lower classes.
The importance of the Church of Borne was measured
by that of the city itself. Hyginus, its head, enjoyed
the respect of all Christendom. "Whoever wished to
make a place for himself in the eye of the world
aspired to come to Borne: nothing was consecrated
that had not taken a certificate at this universal
exhibition of the products of the universe.

Gnosticism, with its ambition to set the fashion
of Christian preaching, especially yielded to this
impulse. No Gnostic school had its origin in Borne,
but almost all came thither to fail. Valentinus was
the first who tried the adventure. It is even pos-
sible that this audacious sectary may have cherished
the idea of seating himself on the episcopal throne
of the unrivalled city. He showed himself with all
the external appearances of Catholicism, and preached
in the eccentric fashion of which he was the inventor.